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PEAT PRODUCERS IN THE UNITED STATES THAT REPORTED PRODUCTION IN 1958 1/ 
by 


Bugene T. Sheridan ec and Virginia C. Berte 3 


INTRODUCTION 


The 25th annual survey of the peat industry by the Bureau of Mines, United 
States Department of the Interior, disclosed that 79 companies produced and sold 
peat from 81 operations in 21 States in 1958. 


Peat is a carbonaceous deposit, formed under water or in a water-saturated 
environment from plant materials. It is the first stage in the development of 
coal and, when properly dried, can be used as fuel. Although 98 percent (esti- 
mated) of the total world production is used for energy purposes, the status of 
peat in the United States is somewhat unique in that none is used for fuel, and 
practically all is consumed as an agricultural product, chiefly for soil improve- 
ment purposes. The domestic peat industry has expanded rapidly since World War II, 
and production in 1958 was 327,813 net tons valued at $3,445,767. More than one- 
half million tons of peat was consumed in the United States in 1958, however, as 
269,096 tons was imported. 


The United States has large reserves of peat,and according to field inves- 
tigations conducted by the Federal Geological Survey in 1909 and 1922, peat lands 
were estimated to contain 13.8 billion tons of air-dried peat. These reserves 
are still almost wholly intact,for since 1922 less than 1 percent of the total 
has been recovered. Peat occurs in 30 States, but about two-thirds of the total 
is in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Minnesota, with 6.8 billion tons has the largest 
reserves, and Wisconsin follows with 2.5 billion. Florida and Michigan have 
extensive deposits, and peat can be found in all New Imgland States. Rather large 
deposits also occur in States bordering the Atlantic Ocean, in California, Wash- 
ington, and the Gulf Coast States. 


Peat is classified into three general types - moss peat, reed-sedge peat, and 
peat humus. Moss peat was formed principally from several species of sphagnum, 
hypnun, and/or other mosses and is only moderately decomposed. This type is 
fibrous and normally acid in reaction. Reed-sedge peat was formed from reeds, 
sedges, tule, and other swamp or marsh plants and is more decomposed and less 
fibrous than moss peat, but, generally is more humified. This type varies from 
slightly acid to slightly alkaline in reaction. Humus is any type of peat so 
decomposed that its botanical identity is lost. Table 1 lists the type or types 
of peat produced by the individual producing companies. 


1/ Work on manuscript completed May 1959. 

e/ Commodity industry analyst, Coke Section, Branch of Bituminous-Coal Economics 
and Statistics, Division of Bituminous Coal, Bureau of Mines. 

3; Statistical clerk, Coke Section, Branch of Bituminous-Coal Economics and 
Statistics, Division of Bituminous Coal, Bureau of Mines. 
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SUMMARY 


Twenty producers reported moss-peat production; 25, reed-sedge peat; and 
43, humus. This total exceeds the number of active plants as several producers 
recovered more than one type of peat. Washington with 11, had the largest 
number of peat operations, followed by Florida with 9 and Ohio and Michigan with 
8 each. Michigan, however, was the largest producer with nearly one-third of 
the total production. California, Indiana, and Pennsylvania each had 5 operations; 
Connecticut and Illinois, 4; Colorado, Iowa, New Jersey, and New York, 3; Georgia 
and Minnesota, ¢; and Idaho, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, South Carolina, 
and Wisconsin, 1 each. 


Anderson Peat Co., Imlay City, Mich., and Michigan Peat, Inc., Capac, and 
Minden City, Mich., were the two largest peat producers in 1958. These two com- 
panies also sold the largest quantities of packaged peat. 


Table 1 shows the individual companies that sold peat in bulk and in pack- 
ages. Sixty producers sold peat in bulk only, two sold only packaged peat, and 
17 sold both bulk and packaged. Michigan had three producers who sold packaged 
peat; California, Ohio, and Pennsylvania each had two; and Connecticut, Georgia, 
Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, South Carolina, and 
Wisconsin had one each. Although the greater part of the peat distributed was 
sold in bulk, packaged sales have increased greatly in recent years, and about 
one-third of the total distributed in 1958 was packaged. The development of 
synthetic films (particularly polyethylene), Which are now used for packaging, 
has had a great impact on the peat industry, and peat was distributed in 44 
States, the District of Columbia, and Canada in 1958, whereas, in former years, 
most of the production was consumed locally. - Most packaged peat is shipped in 
25-, 50-, and 100-pound polyethylene-lined paper and burlap bags. 


Production methods vary greatly, but all operations are mechanized to some 
extent. All but one producer excavated peat with machinery; draglines, power 
shovels, clamshells, and bulldozers were the preferred types. Draglines were 
used by 42 of the operating plants and bulldozers by 32. Bulldozers were not 
used for excavating at all 32 operations, however, as they were used by some 
producers for moving and windrowing excavated peat. Two producers in California 
used dredges for excavating. The most popular machine (disregarding trucks) was 
the front-end loader, used at 53 operations. This is an all-purpose machine 
that was used for loading, windrowing, and in some instances, excavating. Belt- 
and bucket-conveyor loaders were used by 33 plants for loading. Processing 
equipment consisted of various types of shredders, grinders, hammermills, screens, 
driers, hydraulic presses, and baling machines. Seventy-two producers employed 
shredding or pulverizing equipment, and five dried peat artificially. One pro- 
ducer in New England employed a hydraulic baler for compressing hand-cut moss 
peat into bales. 
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Name and address 
of producer 


CALIFORNIA 


Delta Dredging Co. 
Route 1, Box 894 
santa Clara, Calif. 

Jeffery & Associates scesccccvees 
Post Office Box 578 
Winters, Calif. 

R. W. McClellan & SonS weceveees 
151 Commercial Way 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 


Peat Sales Co. 


COLORADO 


Alpen Meadows, Inc. 
Post Office Box 1074 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Beaver Lake Peat Co. 
Post Office Box 862 
Boulder, Colo. 

Rudolph Peat Bog eceosseccseveces 
Black Hawk, Colo. 


CONNECTICUT 
Bonair Peat Co. 
76 Walnut St. 


Manchester, Conn. 
Je Werden Clark @eeeeoeovoee02e828086000 


472 Main St. 


Old Saybrook, Conn. 

Woodrow Clifford eeccccsecccceee 
329 Woodland St. 
Manchester, Conn. 

BE. Co McGuire & Son sesesescsens 
49 Sheffield St. 
Old Saybrook, Conn. 


FLORIDA 


Agricultural Organics Corpe «eee. 
Post Office Box 377 


Seffner, Fla. 


Daetwyler Peat Mine eeeeoeeosvsovoe@eeoes8 
Route 7, Box 535 


Orlando, Fla. 


Glen Saint Mary Nurseries Co. 
Glen Saint Mary, Fla. 

Jack O. Holmes, InCe eocoseccvece 
Post Office Box 417 


Tampa 1, Fla. 


Raymond Johnson ceeccccccvcccecces 


275 Park Ave. 
Apopka, Fla. 


Latham Farm eeeeoevvsvsvnesveovne2ee0e e080 
Post Office Box 165 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 


111 - ik4th St. 
Seal Beach, Calif. 
Vita-Peat, Ince ceececcsveccsvvecs 
Post Office Box 255 
Bethel Island, Calif. 
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production in 1958 


Location of bog 


Count 


Contra Costa 


Modoc 


Orange 


do. 


Contra Costa 


Teller 


Boulder 


Gilpin 


Tolland 


Middlesex 


Hartford 


Middlesex 


Hillsborough 


Orange 


Putnam 


Hillsborough 


Orange 


Palm Beach 


Nearest town 


Brentwood 


Likely 


Huntington Beach 


do. 


Bethal Island 


Gillette 


Ward 


Black Hawk 


Ellington 


Old Saybrook 


Manchester 


Saybrook 


Seffner 


Orlando 


Florahome 


Tampa 


Zellwood 


West Palm Beach 


TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 


Kind of peat 


Reed-sedge 
Moss 
Humus 

do. 


Reed-sedge 


Moss 
do. 
Moss and 
humus 
Humus 
do. 


do. 


Reed-sedge 


Reed-sedge 
and humus 


Reed-sedge 


Humus 


do. 
do. 


do. 


Manner of 
sale 
Bulk. 
Packaged 
and bulk. 
Bulk 


Do. 


Packaged 
and bulk. 


Bulk. 


Do. 


Packaged 
and bulk. 


Bulk. 


Do. 


Do. 


TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the Unit es that reported 
roduction in 


Name and address 
of producer 

FLORIDA (Con. ) 

Ruth C. McKissick cececcceveesces 
Route 1, Box lL 
Limona, Fla. 

Stearn’ 6. Peat: << sassonsseese eeu 
Seffner, Fla. 

Frank E. StearnS ervecccceccccccs 
Route 1, Box 411 
Valrico, Fla. 

GEORGIA 

Atlantic Peat Co. cerceccccvecces 
Route 2 
Sylvania, Ga. 

Georgia Peat MOSS CO- ccvoecesecce 
Route 2 
Lake Park, Ga. 

LDAHO 

Idaho Peat, Ince eoccscevccsoves 
Downey, Idaho 

ILLINOIS 

Batavia Soil Builders ..rccccccee 
207 South Prairie St. 
Batavia, Dl. 

Henry FrenzZer ceoccvcccrecccccses 
3425 Techny Rd. 
Northbrook, Il. 

Millburn Peat Coe eeccccvccccses 
111 North Wabash Ave. 
Chicago 2, D1. 

Marvin Walker Peat Co. ceecccvves 
Route 4, Box 253 
Lake Villa, Ll. 

ANDIANA 

Ballards Peat MOSS ceccccscccvees 
Route 2 
Warren, Ind. | 

Fox Prairie Products, Ince we... 
3760 North Illinois St. 
Indianapolis 8, Ind. 

Glacier Peat MosS Coe cescccecee 
Route 1 
Jonesboro, Ind. 

Hartford Peat & Gravel Co. eee 
Route 1 
Hartford City, Ind. 

Millburn Peat Co., Ince secccees 
111 North Wabash Ave. 
Chicago 2, Ill. 

OWA 

Colby Pioneer Peat Cow weccceces 
Post Office Box 115 
Hanlontown, Iowa 

Eli Colby Cormier eae er ee ee ee 
Post Office Box 12 
Hanlontown, Iowa 


Google 


Hillsborough 


do. 


do. 


Screven 


Lowndes 


Bannock 


Kane 


DuPage 


Lake 


do. 


Wells 


Hamilton 


Grant 


Blackford 


Benton 


Worth 


Winnebago and 
Worth 


Sylvania 


Twin Lakes 


Downey 


Batavia 


Itasca 


Lake Villa 


do. 


Warren 


Noblesville 


Jonesboro 


Hartford City 


Otterbein 


Hanlontown 


Lake Mills and 


Hanlontown 


Kind of peat 


Humus 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Reed-sedge 


Hummus 


Moss 


do. 


do. 


Reed-sedge 


Moss and 
humus 


Reed-sedge 
and humus 


Humus 


TABLE 1. = Peat producers in the United States that reported 


Name and address 
of produce) 


MAINE 

Richland Peat Mines, Inc. eesece 
Post Office Box 209 
Bar Harbor, Maine 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Andover Sand & Gravel, Inc. eee. 
84 Beacon St. 
Lawrence, Mass. 

MICHIGAN | 

Anderson Peat Cow eoccceccvccces 
2562 Graham Rd. 
Imlay City, Mich. 

Cravens Peat Farm eescoccccvccce 
Route 5, Box 132 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Great Lakes Peat Moss Co~w eevee. 
51 West Miller St. 
Sandusky, Mich. 

Green Thumb Peat Humus Co~ ceoe. 
Sandusky, Mich. 

Michigan Peat, InCe csoccccesccecs 
67 West L4uth st. 
New York 36, N.Y. 

Irving Le Pratt & Son secececces 
Scottville, Mich. 

Rushland Peat CoO. ecccccccccsece 
2156 West Caro Rd. 
Caro, Mich. 

MINNESOTA 

Colby Pioneer Peat Cow eecvecees 
Post Office Box 115 
Hanlontown, Iowa 

Moss ProductsS CO. ccecvccccvccvee 
Northome, Minn. 

NEW _ HAMPSHIRE 

Perkins Peat Bog ceececccccsccces 
Center Barnstead, N.H. 

NEW_JERSEY 

Hyper-Humus C0. cocscesccevecces 
Lafayette Rd. 
Newton, N.d. 

Netcong Natural Products Co. «.. 
Lackawanna Dr. 
Stanhope, N.J. 

Tapawingo Humus Corp. ceccccccces 
Post Office Box 156 
Wanaque, N.J. 

NEW_YORK 

Junius Peat Co. & Finger Lakes 

Peat Moss Coe coccrveovcccccseccce 

Post Office Box 286 
Geneva, N.Y. 

Sterling Forest Peat Humus 

Cocy ANCe coccscsccssecvsesesoee 

25 Broad St. 
New York, N.Y. 

Stone Age Hummus Co. cecccsccvece 
Armonk, N.Y. 
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Hancock 


Essex 


Lapeer 


Kalamazoo 


Sanilac 


St. Clair 
Lapeer and 
St. Clair 
Sanilac 
Mason 


Tuscola 


Itasca 


Koochiching 


Belknap 


Sussex 


do. 


Passaic 


Seneca 


Orange 


Westchester 


production in 1958 (Con. ) 


Nearect 


Penobscot 


Lawrence 


Imlay City 
Kalamazoo 
Sandusky 

Capac 

Imlay City and 
Capac 


Minden City 
Scottville 


Caro 


Wawina 


Northome 


Barnstead 


Andover 


Stanhope 


West. Milford 


Junius and 


Waterloo 


Tuxedo Park 


Armonk 


Moss 


Humus 


do. 


Reed-sedge 


Moss 


Reed-sedge 
do. 


do. 
Moss 


do. 


do. 


Moss and 


humus 


Reed-sedge 


do. 


do. 


do. 


Moss 


Reed-sedge 


Humus 


Manner of 
sale 


Packaged. 


Packaged 
and bulk. 


Bulk. 
Packaged 

and bulk. 
Bulk e 


Packaged 

and bulk. 
Do. 

Bulk. 


Do. 


Do. 


Packaged. 


Packaged 
and bulk. 


Bulk. 


Name and address 


of 
OHIO 


H. W. Codding & SONS ceccccceces 


TABLE 1. ~ Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 1958 (Con.) 


Location of bog 


producer 


4853 Medina Rd. 
Copley 21, Ohio 


Green Oaks Peat Moss Co. 
7172 Lake Rockwell, R.F.D. 4 


Ravenna, Ohio 


The Humus Co. 


Post Office Box 2h6 


Carey, Ohio 


Lantz Peat Moss Co. 


L840 Fulton Rd. 
Canton 8, Ohio 


Foster ReynoldS ceecccecsecccccces 


Route 1 
Shelby, Ohio 


sanders Peat Moss Co. 
3800 Wise Rd., NW. 
Canton 9, Ohio 


Harold A. Skinner #eeovoeecoaooevgeeds 


Route 1 


New Carlisle, Ohio 


Leo H. Swank @e@eeoeeenesnon00eoe eee e 6 e008 


Bellville, Ohio 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Blue Ridge Soil Pep Co. 


White Haven, 


D. M. Boyd @eeeeoe4aeeoedese@eeseseeee1eseoeenve se © 
555 West Neshannock Ave. 


Pa. 


New Wilmington, Pa. 


Corry Peat Products Co. 
515 West Columbus Ave. 


Corry, Pa. 


Moores Peat Humus Co. 


Route 1 


New Wilmington, Pa. 


Pennsylvania Peat Moss, Ince ee. 


2lst & Laurel Sts. 


Hazleton, Pa 
SOUTH CAROLINA 


Ti-Ti Peat Humus Cosy Ince eeeoe 


Green Pond, 58.C. 


WASHINGTON 


Arrow Lake Humus Co. 
19661 First Ave., South 


Seattle 88, Wash. 


Bassetts Gro-Earth ecccccccccces 
17050 Brookside Blvd. 


Seattle 55, Wash. 


Bow Lake Humus 


Co. @eeoecoeoeeeoeeaoseede 


18118 Pacific Highway, South 


Seattle 88, Wash. 


R. S. Hord e@@eeeoeeaeocease@e@oe0eeoe7eeene 0 @ 


Route 3, Box 
Auburn, Wash 


Te2 


Google 


Count 


Summit 


Portage 


Wyandot 


Stark 


Richland 


Stark 


Clark 


Richland 


Luzerne 


Lawrence 


Erie 


Lawrence 


Luzerne 


Colleton 


King 


Snohomish 


King 


do. 


Nearest town 


Copley 


Ravenna 


Carey 


Canton 


Ganges 


Canton 


New Carlisle 


Shiloh 


White Haven 


New Wilmington 


Corry 


New Wilmington 


White Haven 


Green Pond 


Seattle 


Kenmore 


Seattle 


Auburn 


Kind of peat 


Reed-sedge 


Moss 


Humus 


do. 


Reed-sedge 


Humus 


Reed-sedge 


and humus 


Moss 


Humus 

do. 
Reed-sedge 
and humus 


Humus 


Reed-sedge 
and humus 


Humus 


do. 


do. 


doe 


do. 


Manner of 
sale 


Packaged 
and bulk. 


Bulk. 
Packaged 
and bux. 


Bulk. 


Packaged 
and bulk. 


Bulk. 


Packaged 
and bulk. 


Do. 


TABLE 1. ~- Peat 


Name and address 
Of prodquce 
WASHINGTON (Con. ) 
Thomas A. McKay eoeeeeeveesevece 
Route 2, Box 936 
Puyallup, Wash. 
Henry Ke. MeErZ ceccccscccescvcece 
3418 Serene Dr. 
Alderwood Manor, Wash. 
Plant Food Co. @eeaesese0v0e02088080808608686 
2303 North 175th St. 
Seattle 33, Wash. 
Rhod-A-Zalea Gardens eeeeaeeeneneede 
Route 1, Box 233 
Snohomish, Wash. 
Sharps Peat Soil Bog cevoccevesees 
Route 11, Box 652 
Olympia, Wash. 
Teel Brothers eeeosoeo0oeevnea2eeag00600868086 
1235 Brentwood Dr. 
Bremerton, Wash. 
Weavers Products cccccoccccccccce 
165th & Meridian Ave. 
Seattle, Wash. 
WISCONSIN 
Demilco, Inc. @eoe0aee@a2e0086080808@108668 
3101 West Custer Ave. 
Milwaukee 9, Wis. 


TABLE 2. = Oo 


ucers in the Unite 


uctio 


Pierce 


Snohani sh 


Waukesha 


erves oO 


es ted on = e 


and States, in thousand net tons au 


| 
| Reserves | Region and State Reserves 


Region and State 


Northern region: 
Minnesota ceccccvccccncccccece 
WLISConSIN ceccccccccccccccvece 
Michigan Coeoreecersecveccocoeecs 
LOWE cecccvccccvccccccccencece 
TILIn0LS ccccccccccccccccccecs 
Indiana scescccccccvccccvcccece 
OHLO cecccccccccresesccccesece 
Pennsylvania @®eeeeoeeoeeauadoaoeoeu ee 8 
New York cecccccccccvccccccece 
New Jersey ecccecccccscccecosooe 
Maine ccccccccccccccccccccccces 
New Hampshire eoececcccecoocce 
Vermont cecccccccccccccsescseces 
Massachusetts ccecccccccccccccs 
Connecticut ccccsccccccccccsece 
Rhode Island cecccccvccccccece 


Total ee20e2002080806006006080800080808880686 


| Atlantic Coast region: 
| Virginia and North 


s that re e 
Con. 


Kind of peat 


Lake Thomas Reed-sedge 


Seattle 


do. 


Snohomi sh 


Olympia 


Bremerton 


Seattle 


Waukesha 


t in the t 
sis fe) 


tes 


Carolina #e#eeee080000680060000680868 


Florida @eeoeeaeoevneoevneaenoee2 002028000080 


Gulf Coast B/ cccccvccccccvcocce 
Californ1a cecccccccccsccccces 
Oregon and Washington .ccceses 


Total eeeseeeescoeceoeaesnenee8 08 


Total all regions eescseccecsce 


Manner of 


700, 000 


1/ Geological Survey, Coal Resources of the United States (Progress Report): Circ. 293, 


Oct. 1, 1953, p. 38. 


2/ Includes Delaware, Maryland, South Carolina, and Georgia. 


3/ Excludes Florida. 
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